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THE ANTHROPOLOGIST:
THE MAN
AND THE DISCIPLINE

There are some who still believe that the science of anthropol-
ogy deals mainly if not entirely with man’s most ancient past. This
discipline does indeed seek to develop a body of knowledge concern-
ing man and his beginnings, his economy, family and social relation-
ships, his developmental governing forms and the forces affecting
them, as well as his physical attributes and the elements causing
change, his beliefs and religions, customs, traditions, and languages.

But this is only part of the vast region of the “knowledge quest”
that inspires the anthropologist in his studies and related activities.

It is no accident that some anthropologists arc discussing what
may be considered a new aspect of the profession. It is described as
“Action Anthropology.” This phrase was fitst coined by Sol Tax in
1952 (American Indigena Vol. 12, pp 103-109). A description of
Action Anthropology was given by Nancy Oestreich Lurie in her
paper read at the symposium on Anthropology and the American
Indian (American Anthropological Association, San Diego, Novem-
ber, 1970).

“The action anthropologist,” said Dr. Lurie, “does not act as
planner or expert with programmatic solutions, but as a catalyst to
put new and existing elements together to form new perceptions of
problems and alternatives for their solution.” Dr. Lurie admitted that
there is “confusion” as to what action anthropology really is. In at-
tempting to define this development in the role of the anthropologist
today, she mentions among other things:

1) Programs of action anthropology “may not be explicitly
labeled as such.”

(2) “Thorough-going action anthropology insists that the defini-
tions of problems and decisions to implement solutions are honestly
left up to the people whose lives will be affected.”

(3) “Goals are open-ended, subject to revisions as the people
may see need to reassess and redirect effort.
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