Taboo Series: Marriage Episode
1) Child Marriage in India:


Blessed by the Elders – outlawed by the state

State Law against child marriage is rarely enforced

What does Child Marriage mean?   In India approximately 50K children are married each year


*parents make the decisions about who  their offspring will partner with


*this is an arranged marriage


*for girls, the age range is 8 – 13 


*for boys, the age range is about the same.


*Children don't have any say in the choices


*the children will stay with their respective parents until they are at least 16 before they consummate the 
marriage and begin living together 


*love is considered separate from marriage which is about foundations for the entire community

Ritual:  
Yellow powder
=virginity [there is a high value placed on the virginity of both the girl and boy]


Red powder
=a symbol of their lifelong bond

2) Polygyny in Togo, West Africa

Why do many societies accept polygyny so readily?


*there is another set of hands to accomplish the work


*sisterhood can form between the wives


*allows first (older) wives some independence.  In this case, all agreed that since first wife travels to practice 
healing, she can be sure the husband will be cared for
Within the village, there is an older woman who presides over all of the other wives  and "teaches" them how to get along.  This is the "society of wives."

This society practices Dowry.  Define that.

The bride and groom are not present for the ceremony.  It is between their families and is an exchange of money.

The bride joins the "society of wives" 
The Togo people like polygyny because it means stable marriages that means the community will not fall apart.

3) Homosexual marriage

In Portsmouth, England, it is not a state-sanctioned union, but couples can sign the "Partnership Registry"

The Church of England bans same-sex marriage, but a "rogue" Anglican priest/minister has made it his mission to allow homosexual couples have choices and performs a "traditional hetero wedding"
In Holland – the Netherlands – the government lifted the ban on homosexual weddings and they have become just another part of the western-ideal. . .love-based unions.

