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the countryside so that I could get a sense of the colors, the
light, and the vegetation. We saw huge termite hills scat-
tered along the roads. The dusty red earth here settles on
everything, including on the leaves of the palm trees, which
looked as if they were made of red earth.

Later we went to give Bilaela half of the agreed-upon
money. She complained about not receiving the other half,
and insisted that we count the money in front of her, so
that she could be sure we weren't cheating her! We have
reached a compromise agreement with her, and among other
things, she has arranged for us to shoot the “coming out™
ceremony this Sunday, as well as the workshop with the
traditional midwives, the one the local campaign against fe-
male genital mutilation runs on a regular basis.

If it were not for the fact that Alice is arriving tomor-
row, | am certain Bilaela would not continue to work with

Ls.

Fripay, 5 FEBRUARY 1993

Alice and the crew arrived today and all day I was simulta-
neously excited and nervous. We had to arrange for vans
and cars to pick them up, along with all the equipment. I
went into the arrival compound to greet them. It was won-
derful to see them all, and I got such a buzz from seeing all
those wonderful shiny silver boxes containing the equip-
ment! The best part of a production for me is the shoot
itself, and now, finally, it’s happening,.

I'd been worried about the customs process, but Ma-
lign, who has turned out to be amazingly well-connected,
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spoke to a friend of his who just happens to be inspector
for airport customs, and he eased us through.

SATURDAY, 6 FEBRUARY 1993

The crew had a rest day today, except for a meeting with
Naz and me to discuss the shooting schedule for the week.
Judy, the sound recordist, and Lorraine, the camera assis-
tant, are the two crew members with whom I haven't worked
before. Nancy Schiesari, the camerawoman, and [ have
worked together on two previous films, so we are some-
what familiar with each other’s ways.

Had a long meeting with Alice and Deborah Matthews,
who is accompanying Alice as her assistant. | am glad Deb-
orah is here to keep Alice company, because we won't be
needing Alice every day. I have arranged for Malign to be
at their disposal for sightseeing. _

Alice and I found some time to spend alone together,
and we talked. She sounded so excited about her new love
back in the U.S.! She was beaming and smiling and was
quite irrepressible.

Sunpay, 7 FERRUARY 1993

The first day of the shoot! It was traumatic and emotionally
draining. I don’t know what I could have done to have pre-
pared myself for what we witnessed today. We filmed at
the village of Dar Salamay, which we'd visited during the
first week of the research period. We had arranged to come
back today to film the girls who were “coming out” of the
bush after having been excised two weeks ago.
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