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THE BENEFITS OF BLEEDING
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produced reddish bile; lentils, cabbage and the meat of old goats
and beeves begot black bile.” Incantations, and quasi-religious
rituals were thought to be effective: The physician to Edward I,
who held a bachelor's degree in theology and a doctorate in
medicine from Oxford, prescribed for toothache writing on the
jaws of the patient, “In the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, Amen,’; or touching a needle to a caterpillar and then
to the tooth. A frequent treatment for leprosy was a broth made of
the flesh of a black snake caught in a dry land among stones.

Such was the state of medical *‘science” at the time when witch-
healers were persecuted for being practitioners of “magic”. It was
witches who developed an extensive understanding of bones and
muscles, herbs and drugs, while physicians were still deriving their
prognoses from astrology and alchemists were trying to turn lead
into gold. So great was the witches’ knowledge that in 1527,
Paracelsus, considered the ‘‘father of modern medicine,” burned
his text on pharmaceuticals, confessing that he ""had learned from
the Sorceress all he knew."

The Suppression of Women Healers

The establishment of medicine as a profession, requiring
university training, made it easy to bar women legally from
practice. With few exceptions, the universities were closed to
women |even to upper class women who could afford them), and
licensing laws were established to prohibit all but university-trained
doctors from practice. It was impossible to enforce the licensing
laws consistently since there was only a handful of university-
trained doctors compared to the great mass of lay healers. But the
laws coul/d be used selectively. Their first target was not the
peasant healer, but the better off, literate woman healer who
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